




































 
 

Avon girls soccer falls in double overtime to Rocky River  

By SCOTT SOMMERS 
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AVON -- Avon's fantastic season came to a heart-

breaking end.  

 

In the Division I Rocky River District Semifinal, 

Rocky River senior Allison McFarland scored in 

104th minute to give Rocky River a 2-1 win at 

Avon Stadium Wednesday. 

 

Avon finishes its impressive season at 15-3-1, 

while Rocky River improves to 15-1-2.  Earlier in 

the season, the two teams played to a 0-0 tie and 

were co-champions of the West Shore 

Conference. 

 

"(I) have to give Rocky River credit," Avon 

Coach Tony DiMacchia said. "They got the 

result. It was a hard-fought game. We got down 

early and gave ourselves an opportunity and tied 

it up. I'm proud of my girl's efforts. They battled 

and worked hard. We just didn't find the back of the net." 

 

Avon trailed 1-0 at the half, but was able to tie the game with just over 17minutes left in regulation 

when Devon Saini converted on a penalty kick. The two teams made runs as regulation came to a close, 

but neither team was able to break the deadlock to force the overtime. 

 

Avon had the best opportunity to end the game in the first overtime, but Rocky River goalie Kim Leitch 

made a nice save off a shot by Megan Garner. 

 

Early in the second overtime, Rocky River had a chance to end the game when a foul was called on 

Avon just outside the penalty box which resulted in a free kick.  Sarah Molina took the free kick and 

rifled a shot to the right-hand side of the net. Avon goalie Holly Kraus made a punch save to shoot the 

ballo ver the crossbar and preserve Avon's season momentarily. 

 

Molina, who is a Division I recruit, proved to play a pivotal role in the final outcome.  Taking another 

free kick on the left side of the penalty box, Molina’s shot hit Avon's wall of defenders.  The ball 

bounced out to McFarland, who had moved up from her outside back position. A good bounce allowed 

the ball to rest at her feet and the senior drove her shot past a diving Kraus to give Rocky River the win. 

McFarland's first goal of the season couldn't have come at a better time. 

 

"The ball was there and I knew I had to get it," she said. "I'm thrilled. It made my season."  McFarland 

was able to work her way up with Avon packing it in to defend the free kick. 



"We were so busy packing it in because the ball was 

right outside the box, "DiMacchia said. "She floated in 

there. The ball landed at her feet and she made a nice 

strike and it went into the back of the net. 

 

"Holly had a great game. She made some brilliant 

saves and kept us in the game. She has nothing to keep 

her head down about that. That was a good strike. She 

just missed it. She was right there." 

 

Rocky River took an early 1-0 lead with Stephanie 

Davis scoring after Avon was unable to clear the ball 

and turned it over. 

 

Kraus, who had five saves, was outstanding between 

the posts. She stopped two shots early in the second 

half and had some help as a Rocky River shot hit the 

post. 

 

Looking to add a little more speed and hoping for a 

spark, DiMacchia made some changes in his lineup. 

The shake-up proved to be effective with Avon being 

able to push the ball up the field and create some scoring chances. Though Rocky River was able to hold 

them off, it was only a matter of time before Avon got the chance they needed. 

 

Freshman Kelsey Lawler, who was inserted in the lineup, made a pushdown the right-hand side. She 

drove into the penalty box and was eventually taken down to give Avon a penalty kick.  Saini drilled 

home the penalty kick, tying the game at one. 

 

Avon had chances to break the deadlock in regulation, but Leitch made a nice save on an Holly 

Ohradzansky and a pair of corner kicks were eventually cleared.  "We were creating some 

opportunities," DiMachhia said. "The adjustments worked. I am proud of my girls. They worked their 

butts off.  They gave themselves every opportunity to win that game. We believe we could win. It was a 

hard-fought game and a difficult loss." 
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